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tention, to fee a brief Conclufion of 
the great Affair of the African Trade 
now depending before the Houfe of Com- 
mons, fince I obferve, both the Company 
and the Separate Traders are order’d to 
bring in their feveral Schemes for fecuring 


if Cannot but hope, after fo long a Con- 


_ the Trade. 


I am not fo arrogant to aferibe any thin 


to this Paper, in having fo often faid la 


Year as well as now, that this was the Ef 
fence of the Queftion———That the whole 
Clamour ought to be reduc’d to this thort 
Head——And that Talking of any Thin 
elfe was to talk in aCircle: But I mu 
I have wonder’d, that other People, 


who have putht this Caufe at the Compa- 


ny, fhould go fo far about—apd make fuch 
a great Noife about Circumftances, whea 
the only Queftion, that really can be fpoken 
in, to the Purpofe, is, which Way the Trade 
can bebeft fecur’d? Securing the Trade ig 
now the Queftion before us, and indeed 
there never was any other Queftion in the 
Cafe———~ If the Separate Traders cannog 
fecure the Trade as well as an Exclofiye 
Company, then I think, with Submiffion, 
all they can fay of any thing elfe, is, es a/J 
they bave faid feems to be nothing at all to 
the Matter———-That in an open Trade no 
Security can begiven to preferve the Trade, 
feems to mea moft certain and undeniable 
Truth,And Ihave not hitherto feen the leaft 
Attempt to prove it otherwile ; the Gentle- 

men 
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men indeed {poke much and long about 
Mifinanagements and Mifapplications, Ser- 
Vants accus’d Mafters, and Mafters Ser- 
vants $ Friends betray’d Friends, and even 
Converfation was brought upon the Stage, 
and [am forry to fay it—a Kind of Warmth 
appear’d, on one lide eipecially, that had 
but little Regard to Decency or Good 
Manners. 

The Article of Trade it felf alfo came to 
be debated, in which wife Men {poke ignc- 
rantly, F...s haftily, and K...8 like them- 
felves But all this was off from the 
Bufinefs, not a Word of fecuring theTrade. 
The Separate Traders faid, che Company 
had interrupted the Trade 5 the Company 
faid, the Separate Traders had ruin’d the 
Trade—— And both thefe might be very 
true, but not one Man, as ever I heard, 
offer’d to fay, they could preferve the 
Trade, or would give Security to preferye 
the Trade, without a Company. : 

Before I goon in this Argument, it 
can’t be amifs to examine and jtate clearly 
what itis we mean by Securing theTrade 5 
and the folving this will of courfe lead us 
jato all the reft of theArgument. It has 
already been decided the laft Seffion of 
Parliament——— That the Trade to Africa 
is a uleful profitable Trade to the Nation, 
and ought co be preferv’d ——= and I need 
not. fperd any Bcdy’s time to make that 
out : The Colonies in Americs, who are 
fupplied with all their Servants or Slaves 
from Africa, are fofficient Evidence in the 


‘Cafe, and who very well know they can’t 


referv'd without it. 
pa remains then té determine, What we 
mean by Prefer ving or Securing thisTrade 5 
and this is beft explained, by letting the 
Reader into the Circumftances of the 
Trade; fuch as thefe, Viz. (1.) That the 
‘Trade is carried on with Heathens and Peo 
‘ple without Government, where you cant 
Treat by Ambaffadors, or Manage your 
Affairs by Envoys and Retidents—— That 
there are a Multitude of Nations with 
whom you Trade, and with whom you 
muft Treat, whofe Cuftoms, Manners and 
Language are different,who are tied by no 
Laws, obferve no-Rules, but aét juft as 
meer Nature directs 3 “and that there is no 


Correfponding with them, or Managing by 
Negociation, much lef; can we have our 
Fuétcrs or Merchants refide there as in o- 
ther Countries ; There is no General Head 
or Governour, to whom you may have re- 
courfe, or from whem you may obtain Re- 
drefs in Cafes of Injury or Oppreffion from 
the Natives Thefe things make the 
Trade be carried on meerly by Force, and 
you carry cn vour Commerce as Princes 
make Treaties, Swordin Hand. 

2. You areto obferve, That our Neigh- 
bours the Dutch, French, Portuguefe, (ce 
but efpecially the Dutch, are our Rivals in 
this Trade—— and that either by Force or 
Stratagem over-powering the Natives, or 
Wheedliog them, or other Methods, they 
have all in their Turn difcover’d their 
good Will to pull down and fupplant the 
Englifb Trade there, and this by feveral 
Methods, as is very eafie to make appear, 
and indeed has been made very plain on {e- 
veral Occafions Now againft both 
thefe Articles it has been found the only 
proper Means of Prefervation, to carry on 
the Tratlegby Force, and by building Forts 
and Block-houfes in convenient Places, to 
fupport our Commerce, and defend it, as 
well agaiaft the Treachery of the Natives, 
as againft the Force and Power of our afure- 
faid Rivals ——-— And Experience has noe 
only convinced us that this is the only way 
to preferve the Trade, but the fepaiate 
Traders, and the Witneffes they brought 
tothe Bar of the Houfe in the laft Seffion 
of Parliament, own’d it~__Nay, I heard 
One, and one of the forwardef, of the Se- 
parate Traders Evideuces {ay in the Houfe— 
That he hop’d none would pretend to al- 
ledge, that ic was not abfolurely neceflary 
to preferve theaid Forts But be- 
yond all this, it was allow’d by the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, that the Forts 
and Caftles ought to be preferv'd. 

This brings it down to the prefent Que- 
ftion, viz. Which way thefe Forts and Ca- 
files can be beft fecured ? And now we are 
to fee what either Side can fay for it~ 
I hall guefs at what they can fay now, by 
what they did fay before, which, till they 
fhall fay fomething new, wil pafs with me 
for a fair way of judging. Be 
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f The Company fay, That being form’d 
and eftablifh’d, and a Capital Stock fub- 
fcrib’d and paid in—- their Eftablifhment 
did contain Terms and Provifions for the 
Prefervation of the Trade sand their Char- 
ter is a Pledge for them, that they will 
perform,and, as a Body Politick are able to, 
bind themfelves to Performance ¢ and this 
really feems to have a Bottom to butid an 
Argument upen, and is an effe&ual Secu- 
rity to the Nation, that the Trade] fhall 
be preferv’d ; becaufe, whenever they fail, 
they are liable toa Punifhment or a Dif- 
folution ; and the Power that created them 
may fet upfuch other Power and Perfons 
as they fee Caufe, who fhall more effeéu- 
ally perform it; and their Subftance who 
forfeit, may be in fome meafuse capable'to 
repair the Damagé. 


The feparate Traders agreeing that the 
Forts and Caftles were to be maiutain’de 
tho’, a¢ the she fame time, they would 
Pretend to leffen “em toa very infignifi- 
cant thing, propofed that a certain Mul& 
or Indulto fhould be laid upon all the 
Traders for the Support of that Charges 
and this they faid might be fufficient to pre- 
ferve the Charge; Iadeed they refted there, 
they only faid it might be fufficient, they 
were modeffer than to fay it was a Cer- 
tainty. 

And thus between May-be and May-not- 
be, all their Security for the Trade refted— 
What they will be pleas’d to offer farther 
now, Will quickly be feen—— And I thal 
go on to confider it as it comes in my 
Way. j 


MiIscELLANEA. 


Enter’d a little laft Review upon the 

Subjeét of Bankrupts, as what the Par- 
liament feems inclin’d to take into Confi- 
deration ; I nam’d the two fatal Extremes, 
upon which all the Attempts of Reliefin 
this unhappy Cale have-bitherto {plit. Viz. 
The Cruelty of Creditors, and the Knavery 
of Debtors Ereadily acknowledge, the 
laft is very much the Caufe of the firft, er 
at leaft it is very much the Excufe for the 
firfi—_But it is certain}: ‘ry, that Anger 
may be unjuft, and sught to be reftrain’d, 
tho’ it proceeds from juft Grounds. 

I began to ftate the Cafe of the two Sorts 
of Bankrupts that make up the Term, viz. 
The willful, fraudulent, defigning Bankrupt: 
And this confifts of two Sorts; (1.) Him 
that breaks on Purpofe, with Defign to de- 
fraud his Credicors 3 or, (2.) Him, who-ha- 
Ving been oblig’d by Neceffity to break, 
takes Occafion by Fraud, Referve, and 
Conceaiment, to bring his Creditors toa 
fmai) Cumpofition, and. rebuild his For- 
tunes out of cheir ju Dues—— Of thefe 
I fay——They merit no Quarter; Compatf- 
fion is not a Debt to them 5 they ought, like 
the lets guilty Highway-men, be efteem’d 


Felons, and difmifs’d Human Society at 
Sc. Zyburn —— No honeft Man can fay one 
Word for them, but as Solomon [ays of the 
Murtherer, Let bim flee to the Pit, let no 
Man {tay bim. Se 

But there is another Kind of Bankrupt in 
the World, for whom fomething more may 
be faid ; and_1’0 firft give you his Chara- 
&er, and then recommend him to the Mer- 
cy of the Parliament 5 he muft be fome- 
thing lefs than Haman, that can wifh he 
fhould not be pity’d and reliev’d. 

He has been a Trader, more or Iefs con- 
fiderable either his Ships have been taken, 
‘of his Houfe has been burne, or he has been 
‘faurpriz’d in his Trade by Goods falling on 
his Hand, or his Charge increafing, and 
his Family decayingl; He cOnfumes, or 
Knaves break in his Debt, the Laft the moft 
common, or by fome fuch Thing unforefeen, 
‘Sc. {6 to him inevitable; he is forc’d to 
brezk, and he calls his Creditors together. 

The Man, honeftin Principle, tho~ di- 
ftxcfled in Circumftances, calls his Credi- 
tors together, offers frankly to furrendcr 
all he has in the World to them upon 
Oath, to pay them as far as it will go- bo 
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Mr. W.... calls him a thoufand Rogues. 
Mr. ...... fays, He can’t be an honeft 
Man that can’t pay his Debts—— Tho’ at 
the fame time be could not pay bis own, and is 
convitled EX ORE SUO, for he Broke in 
three Months after; and the inexorable 
Gentlemen refufing the Poor Man’s Offer, 
throw him into Gaol; there he is forc’d 
to fpend the Money, which he would have 
given them in Payment, for Bread for him- 
{elf and Children ; and when that is gone 
he ftarves, and they are all unpaid. 

Or, refufing his juft Offer and compleat 
Surrender, the Man ftrives for his Liberty 
by the help of the Fleet or Queen’s-Bench 5 
is then taken upon an Efcape-Warrant, and 
put to Death by Immuring— that is, he is 
Imprifon’d for Life 3 a Punifhment which 
fome fay is not agreeable to the Critne at 
all—— and which I humbly leave to the 
Confideration of our Reprefentative under 
thefetwo Suggeftions. 


a. Whether it be confiftent with Huma- 
nity or Chriftianity, to commit a Man 
to Prifon for Life, in Cafe of Debt, 
who is willing to give upall he has— 
or who, if confin’d, muft perifh there 

_ for want of Bread ? 

2. Whether it be confiftent with the 
Claim, of Right, which fays, That ex- 
orbitant Punifhments are illegal. 


I foall explain my [elf farther in my next. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Lately publifh’d, b 
EleBdrum de Lingua Latina Obferuatio- 
S num Libri duo. Prior infcribitur Latini 
Joquendi Norma; b. ¢. aurei Latinitatis See 
culi Locutio. Pofterior Barbare vitisfeve lo- 
quendi Confuetudinem inveftigat, patefacit, 
emendat. ‘Uterque in Ufum Faventuts, ine 
corrupte Latini Sermonis Integritatis fudiofa, 
confedus. Dulu & Cura JOANNIS KER, 
Londini, apud J. Robinfon, J. Lawrence, 
C. Bateman, A. Bell, & J. Hartley, Bibtio- 

Londinen{es. 
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MDGCX. 


ONDON’s Medicinal-INFORMER. 
Containing, 1. A brief Enquiry into 
the antient State ofthe Pragtices of Phyfick 


_ and Surgery in the World. 2. The prefent 


State of thofe Profeffions in London. 3. 
Quacks, rightly diftinguith’d from other 
Praétifers, charafteriz’d, and chaftiz’d. 
4. The Venereal Difeafe in its Caufe, Na- 
ture, Signs, Dangerous Effe&s; beft, moft 
cheap, eafie, fafe, and private Methods of 
Cure, truly reprefented; in order to pre- 
vent Peoples being Ruin’d, either by that 
Difeafe, or by unfkilful Pretenders to its 
Cure. By a London Phyfician. LONDON: 
Printed and Sold by B. Bragg, at the Raven 
in PatereNofer-Row. 17106 (Price ¥ ss) 
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ARTLETT of Goodman’s-Fields, 

whofe Inventions for the Cure of 
Ruptures have gain’d So Univerfal Efteem, 
being Improv’d to fo great a Nicety, that 
one of his Steel Spring Truffes of thelargeft 
Size, feldom Exceeds 4 ounces in Weight, 
and one of the fmalleft rarely exceeds a 
quarter of an Ounce, and are fo well a- 
dapted to the fhapes of human Bodies, 


- that they are extraordinary eafy even to 


New-born Infants, and Intirely keep 
up the Ruptures of what Bignels foever. 
Alfo divers Inftruments to help the Weak 
and Crooked. 

He is to be fpoke with, the Forenoons 
every Day at his Houfe, at the Golden 
Ball by the Ship Tavern in Prefcot-Street - 
in Goodmans Fields, London. And the 
Afternoons at the Golden Ball over againft 
Cheapfide-Conduit, near St. Pauls. 

N.B. His Mother, the Widow of the faid 
Mr. Chriftopber Bartlett, livesat hisHoufe in 
Goodman’ s-Fields, and is very fkilful in the 
Bulinefs of her own Sex. 


